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Dear Mr Mikulka,

I refer to the letter of the Under-Secretary General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel, of
10 December 2008 in relation to UNGA Resolution 63/111 on Oceans and the Law of the Sea.

I am pleased to attach FAO’s response to this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Ichiro Nomura
Assistant Director-General
Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Mr Viclav Mikulka

Director

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
Office of Legal Affairs

DC2-0450

United Nations

New York NY 10017

United States of America



REPORT OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED
NATIONS CONCERNING UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION
63/111 ON OCEANS AND THE LAW OF THE SEA

January 2009

In her letter of 10 December 2008 to the Director-General of FAO, the Under-
Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and Legal Counsel, United Nations, sought, in
accordance with the relevant paragraphs of United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
Resolution 63/111, input from FAO in matters relating to ocean affairs and the law of the
sea. Information provided by FAO will form part of a comprehensive report to be
considered by the seventh Meeting of the United Nations Open-ended Informal
Consultative Process which will be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York from
17 to 19 June 2009.

In accordance with UNGA Resolution 63/111, this FAO report focuses on the
implementation of the outcomes of the Consultative Process, including a review of its
achievements and shortcomings in its first nine meetings. The report is presented in
tabular form and is attached.

Most of the issues addressed by the Consultative Process are directly relevant to
FAQ'’s fisheries mandate and programme of work and are addressed in the 1995 FAO Code
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. This instrument overarches the FAO Programme of
Work and Budget in fisheries and aquaculture. FAO focuses on the issues considered by the
Consultative Process in its efforts to promote the Code’s implementation.

Furthermore, most of the issues addressed by the Consultative Process have been
reviewed, sometimes on an ongoing basis, by FAO’s Governing Bodies, including the
Committee on Fisheries (COFI). Some of the issues (e.g. illegal, unreported and
unregulated (IUU) fishing and related topics) have been considered by the Committee in
depth and have been the subject of intensive capacity-building efforts.

Other issues such as sustainable development, the ecosystem approach to fisheries
and the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems are core FAO issues. Quite
independent of the Consultative Process they would have been addressed by COFI and
other specialist FAO meetings.
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